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Chairperson James Lim started off the meeting by warmly 
welcoming guests and SRTM members, who braved the chilly 
weather to attend the meeting. Before control was passed to 
the Toastmaster of the evening, Catherine Jung led a new 
member induction ceremony and a total of eight people joined 
SRTM as full-fledged members.  Congratulations to Amung
Pheonix, Chloe Park, Ellie Lee, Jongmin Hahm Joo Mee Lee, 
Kristie Lee and Yooshin Lee. 

Toastmaster Pilsoo Oh introduced the theme for the evening, 
“Cultural Differences” and shared his own personal experience 
of cultural differences that occurred between him and his 
Danish colleague at a crab restaurant. He then asked each 
role player what kind of cultural differences they have 
experienced. The Word & Quote Master Kelly Lee introduced 
the word “timely,” and explained how important timely actions 
are. Yooshin Lee, Jokemaster, entertained the audience by 
sharing his own language barrier episode during his military 
service with the USA military in KATUSA. 

Without Table Topics a session for the evening, there were 
only two speeches presented that night. Taewon Seo 
delivered his sixth speech in his project titled, “Vocal Variety,”
and shared his thoughts about characteristics indigenous to the 
Korean people and their culture. He presented Bibimbap
(Mixed Rice), Hangeul (Korean alphabet) and their tendency to 
be quick-tempered as the elements that make Koreans unique. 
The final speech of the night was delivered by Ron Cahoon 
from the Professional Speaker manual. He presented his 
keynote address at the “World Association of Cultural 
Understanding Conference” held in Korea. With his colorful 
PowerPoint slides showing a variety of Korean scenes and 
diverse dishes, he amused and fascinated the audience. His 
professional conduct made the audience believe that they are 
truly in a conference instead of SRTM. He wrapped up his 
wonderful speech by concluding that the best way to overcome 
the cultural differences is to understand and respect other 
people’s culture.

The General Evaluator Rex Kwark led the evaluation session, 
supported by evaluators and technical role players. Taewon 
Seo was evaluated by Jeeyun Kim while Ron Cahoon was 
evaluated by Agnes Jarosch. Lydia Park served as Ah-Counter, 
Hyojung Yoon as Timer and Angely Angy Lee as Grammarian, 
respectively. Awards were given out to Agnes Jarosch for Best 
Evaluator and Ron Cahoon for Best Speaker.

• SRTM 10th Anniversary Gala on November 
28th. Information has changed!  It is not located on 
the 19th floor but the Gala will be held on the 
basement floor.  We apologise for the confusion.  All 
other details are accurate.

• Christmas Party with Pacific Sunset and LG 
Toastmasters on December 12th!  Celebrate 
Christmas with fellow Toastmasters from other clubs. 
Contact Jennie Choe at choe5910@hanmai.net for 
more info.

• The new SRTM website is under construction. It 
will be up and running shortly.

• The Mentoring Program is up and running at 
SRTM. Please ask any of our officers for more 
information.

• NEOWIZ TM club is looking for members. Please 
contact Luke Shim for more details. 
luke.shim@gmail.com (010 6355 0207)

• Contribute articles to the newsletter. Please 
contact the VP of PR for more information.
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member at SRTM. He holds a Master's Degree in 
Business Engineering of the Solvay Business School in 
Brussels and studied the Korean language at Ewha
University in Seoul. He is currently working at Top 
Executive Search & Recruiting and MyJobs.kr in 
Gangnam.

I think one of the major strengths of SRTM is that it has 
a large, growing and diverse member community. As a 
guest and now as a member, I have the possibility to 
select a few “models” among the members from which I 
inspire myself and learn from them. 

Along with my mentor, the SRTM member community 
thus enables me to design and follow my own learning 
and development track.

-Article continued on next page

What do you enjoy about SRTM?
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continued from front page

The one speech that I remember almost vividly is the 
evaluation Jenny Vrontakis did of my icebreaker speech. I 
absolutely loved it. I found it extremely structured, clear, 
easy to follow and interesting at the same time. 

She pointed out my strong points and provided me with 
constructive feedback regarding points I could work on for 
future speeches. Her evaluation was critical and guided 
most of my interventions as a speaker or role player ever 
since. Her speech definitely impacted me in a positive way.

Your favorite speech, role, meeting theme, etc?

What have you gained out of SRTM?

After 5 months of attending the club, I believe I gained 
self-confidence and also reduced my fear of speaking in 
public. I can definitely feel the difference if I look at what I
can do these days and compare it to what I remember 
from 5 months ago. However the road is still long and 
much remains to learn. That is why I intend to keep on 
attending actively our SRTM club.


