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Get to know your SRTM Members! 

Lee Lee Lee Lee FarrandFarrandFarrandFarrand is an officer and  plays a dual role in 

SRTM as the Webmaster and is also part of the 

Membership Committee.  He is currently working on his 

PhD at Seoul National University.

How did you find out about SRTM?

I was once searching for ways to practice public 

speaking and came across the Toastmasters website. I 

was in Busan, and there were no clubs listed for the city 

at the time. But I thought it sounded like a good idea 

and kept it in the back of my mind until I came to Seoul. 

SRTM seemed the most impressive and is closest to 

where I live.

I like the positive atmosphere of SRTM. It's very 

supportive and feels more like a professional speaking 

club than an English practice session. There are also 

some great people here who are motivated to help 

others. 

One thing that I think can improve is guest retention. 

We get a lot of new faces each week, but only a few 

come back for another meeting. Perhaps we need to do 

more to help them feel comfortable.
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Hot summer days have lured many away to the beaches and the 

mountains, but it was still good to see a large number of members 

and guests attend the meeting.  July 29th marked the 3rd Speech 

Day for SRTM.  Chairperson James Lim introduced Joseph Jeong 

to the podium for an important Education Session about motivating 

members to be more actively involved in giving evaluations. 

Afterwards he introduced Joseph Jeong again as the Toastmaster 

of the evening.  His theme for the night was “What was your best 

summer vacation?”

All Speech Day meant no Table Topics, Word & Quote or Joke 

master roles were performed that night.  Instead 6 amazing 

speeches and 6 meaningful evaluations were delivered.  The night’s 

agenda was broken up into two separate speech and evaluation 

segments. 

Marie Frenette opened up the first session as she delivered her 3rd

speech project “Get To The Point” .She urged listeners to join her 

rebellion and take the fight against smoking.  She was evaluated by 

Agnes Jarosch.  Taewon Seo gave his fourth speech project “How 

To Say It”.  He sung a line from the song “Memories” from the 

musical “Cats!” as he opened his speech and urged listeners that 

despite initial failures one can succeed at public speaking. He was 

evaluated by Abhi Arora. The final speaker was Luke Shim.  His 

objective was to use vocal variety as he recounted a dramatic 

personal experience about forgiving one’s self.  Luke was evaluated 

by Lee Farrand.

Chris began the second session as he used visual aids to explain

his views on time management.  He was evaluated by Sung-il Kim.  

Catherine Jung also worked on her 8th speech project and gave 

tips on choosing a hotel when travelling.  Catherine was evaluated 

by Irving Gussow.  The final speech of the night was delivered by 

Ron Cahoon.  He gave his 10th speech and qualified for his 

Competent Communicator award (CC). Ron inspired his audience 

to “actualize their awesomeness” by loving, developing and sharing 

themselves. He was evaluated by Richard Choi.

The evening’s activities were concluded with short comments from 

the technical role players.  General Evaluator James Lim introduced 

Nam Seok Kang as Ah Counter and Annette Kim as Grammarian.  

Awards were given to four people that night.  The award for Best

Evaluator was given to Lee Farrand and Irving Gussow.  The Best 

Speakers of the night were Marie Frenette and Ron Cahoon.  

Congratulations to them!

The meeting ended with a special announcement. The “End of 

Summer Party” is planned to be held on August 22nd.  Mark it on 

your calendars folks! Everyone is invited!

Most memorable meeting?

I've only been here since April this year, but the most 

memorable speech was JP's farewell. At the end, he 

name-dropped every person in the room, in order of 

seating. Even all the first time guests! It was also a 

speech about the friendships he made at SRTM, which 

is a big part of what makes our club special.

What have you gained out of SRTM?

I feel less nervous each time I go up and speak. I reme

mber on the first day when I introduced myself, it was a 

little scary. But now the biggest obstacle to speaking isn

't nervousness, its thinking of a good enough topic and 

coming up with a good structure. 

I'm also learning other things too, for example HTML to 

update the website. Some weeks I wonder whether I sh

ould make it to the meeting, but by the end of the night I

'm always happy that I decided to go.


